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Green Timbers Covenant Church
Lenten Devotional  2008
Our Lenten Journey for 2008
The Sunday before Lent each year focuses on the Transfiguration of Jesus, the event in which Jesus’ glory is revealed to three of his disciples on top of a mountain.  These disciples were able to see Jesus, if only for a moment, in his full glory.  While they wanted to stay on the mountain, they could not.  They headed back down the mountain with Jesus and began their journey towards Jerusalem where Jesus was crucified.

Each year the church goes on a journey towards the cross during the Lenten season and each year the journey is a little different, but the destination is the same.  We look for ways to enter into a time of self examination which should lead towards repentance and renewal.  The journey towards the cross is not easy, nor should it be, but it can be a powerful experience if we allow the Spirit to work in our church and in our lives.  

This year we are going to examine our lives by examining where we have “fixed our eyes.”  The call is to fix our eyes on Jesus and move towards him, but too often our eyes slip off in another direction. The shift might be so subtle that we don’t even notice, but that shift is a sin all the same.  When we are distracted from Jesus we do not become more like him in any way which is the call that is put upon us as “followers of Christ.”  Christ’s disciples are those who are learning to live, love and pray like he did and by doing some are living in the Kingdom of God.  .   
A quick review of the theology that will guide our journey could be very helpful:  

1. We must realize that we live in a God bathed world.  We are forgiven because Jesus has taken care of our sins through his death and resurrection.  Our responsibility as followers of God is to realize that we live in a God bathed world and live our lives “moving toward Christ.”.  

2. As followers of Christ, it is our responsibility to move closer to Christ and to keep our eyes fixed on him, the author and perfector of our faith.  Sin is that which distracts us from looking toward Christ.
3. 
Conversion is a conscious turning around, a shedding of the old and putting on the new by moving towards Christ.

4. The Spiritual Life involves a continued commitment to move towards Christ – to become like him. 

5. The Church is a group of people who commit to help each other keep their eyes on Christ and move towards Christ – to discover God’s blessing

6. The Church’s Mission is to help others realize that they - live in a God bathed world – to become a blessing – and invite others to turn towards Christ.  

Because Lent is a time of repentance and renewal it is important that we examine our lives for places where sin has entered in and distracted us from Christ.  This is our goal for our Lenten journey this year.  During the sermon each Sunday during Lent we will use an Old Testament story that will connect us with common distractions among followers of Christ.  During the week leading up to each Sunday, this devotional will use the story and other texts to prepare us for our Sunday worship and sermon each week.  
I encourage you to spend time in the texts each week and allow the Spirit to move in your life we together go on this Lenten Journey.  
The Sermon Series Schedule
	February 10, 2008
	Looking toward Self - Adam and Eve 

	February 17, 2008
	Looking toward the Past – Lot’s Wife

	February 24, 2008
	Looking toward Desire – David & Bathsheba

	March 2, 2008
	Looking toward Power – David & Absalom 

	March 9, 2008
	Looking toward Status – Solomon & His Wives

	March 16, 2008
	Looking towards Easy Street – The Twelve Spies

	March 23, 2008
	Looking toward the Empty Tomb


Scripture Readings from The Lectionary  
I have included at the bottom of each devotional lectionary texts for each day.  This is another option for you on your Lenten Journey.  Christians from around the world will be reading these same texts as a guide for their Lenten Journey.  They are tied into the them of the week or the daily devotional 
This Coming Sunday’s Text:  Genesis 19:1-29

This week we will be focusing on the story of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, but we will not focus on the cities themselves.  These cities have almost become synonymous with sin and depravity and you might be able to understand why as we read through the text.  However, the downfall of the city or the sin that caused it is not what we are looking at this week.  We are looking at the story of Lot and his wife who are give the opportunity to flee before God “reigns sulphur on the city.”  

Lot is Abraham and Sarah’s nephew and travel companion for the early part of Abraham’s call to follow God.  They end up going their separate ways but Abraham plays an important role in Lot’s life rescuing him a couple of times one with the sword and once with his prayers.  When Lot and his wife are told to flee the cities they are told not to look back, but Lot’s wife can not resist the urge to do so.  She is turned into a pillar of salt and it is this “sin” that we are focusing on this week.   

Looking back.  Now this might not seem like a sin – especially since we have been celebrating the history and the story of our church for the past few months.  But looking back can certainly be a distraction on our quest to fix our eyes on Jesus.  We can be controlled by the past – the good times and the bad times – when it becomes the way that we judge the present and the future.  .  

I want to remind you as you read this text you should make sure that you are reading to encounter God.  There is a danger in Lent of becoming too focused on sins and not enough on God’s grace.  God’s grace is victorious over sin and we are not able to defeat sin and the consequences of sin without the help of God.  So, it does no good to only focus on the sin and not on the victory over sin.  Grace is still the key.  Grace is what gives life and grace is .  As you read the texts this week I encourage you to always ask:  Where do I see grace in this text?  I don’t ask that question every day, but it is a question that must be asked.  


 
Monday, February 11th 
Text for the Day:  Genesis 13:1-18  Abraham and Lot
Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his son Abram, and together they set out from Ur  of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan.  But when they came to Haran, they settled there. Terah died in Haran.  -  Genesis 11:31-32
When we are first introduced to Lot he is travelling with his grandfather and his uncle after Lot’s father passed away.  They were intending to go to Canaan, but never made it.  After Terah died Abram, who later was renamed Abraham was told to leave the land and go to Canaan.  At this time he was given the Abrahamic blessing (make you a great nation and will make you a blessing.)  In our passage for today Abraham and Lot go their separate ways because they are too “blessed” to be together.
· Abraham is promised that his offspring (of which he had none at that time) would inherit the land of Canaan.  What do you notice about Abraham (Abram) in this text?  What do you notice about Lot?
· Why would Abraham give Lot the choice of where he would go when the promise of land was given to Abraham and not Lot?  Why must they separate?

· We get a hint of what is to come when it says that Lot moved his tent as far as Sodom where the people were “wicked.”  But, this does not appear to be the reason Lot chose this way.  Why did he choose to go the way that he did?
The Daily Office:
AM Psalm 41, 52; PM Psalm 44 
Gen. 37:1-11; 1 Cor. 1:1-19; Mark 1:1-13
Tuesday, February 12th 

Text for the Day:  Genesis 14:1-25    Abraham Rescues Lot
Blessed be Abram by God Most High, maker of heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand!  Genesis 17:19-20  
Abraham is not normally thought of as a military figure, yet in this text it is shown that he was able to fight if necessary to accomplish that which he felt he was called to do. Abraham is usually depicted as one who is too weak and afraid to even tell the truth – such as the times where he told people that his wife Sarai/Sarah was his sister.  Yet, when Lot needed help Abraham and his men were right there to rescue him.  
· Why is this action necessary for Abraham?  If it is only for his nephew why wouldn’t he just negotiate?  Why must he set the rest of the captives free as well?  

· The text says that it is Abraham’s household – even if it was 318 trained men – that go up against the Kings of other nations.  What does this say about families and the need to stand up for what is right  - even against nations?

· There is no mention of God in this text except when Melchizedek ascribes the reason for the victory.  Abraham is not directed by God in this.  Does that diminish God’s involvement or Abraham’s view of God’s involvement?

· Does it matter that Abraham wouldn’t take any war booty?  Why is it an oath sworn to God to not take anything?
The Daily Office:

AM Psalm 45; PM Psalm 47, 48 
Gen. 37:12-24; 1 Cor. 1:20-31; Mark 1:14-28

Wednesday, February 13th
Text for the Day:  Gen. 18:16-33  Abraham bargains with God
For I have chosen him, that he may charge his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice.  .Genesis 3:19
These texts are very much about Abraham, but they all have a little to do with Lot as well. Abraham continues to put himself in a place of caring for his nephew, and Lot continues to put himself in a place of danger.  There is no indication that this is a choice made by Lot.  In the text for today Abraham and God are bargaining for the salvation of the city – not for the cities sake, but for the sake of the righteous who are in the city.  
· The Lord says “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their sin!”  God is going to go down and check out to see how bad it really is.  How does your understanding of how God works coincide or rub against this description of God?

· Abraham is worried that the righteous will be swept away with the wicked.  How does this fear show in today’s world?
· Abraham says “Far be that from you!  Shall not the Judge of the Earth do what is just?”  How do you feel about Abraham talking to God that way?
· What role do you think Lot plays in this conversation from Abraham?  Does Abraham bring up his nephew at all?

The Daily Office:

AM Psalm 119:49-72; PM Psalm 49, [53] 
Gen. 37:25-36; 1 Cor. 2:1-13; Mark 1:29-45

Thursday, February 14th
Text for the Day Genesis19:12-29 – Fleeing the City
So it was that when God destroyed the cities of the Plain, God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow.  Gen. 19:29
I don’t mean to deny the importance of the text when I skip over the first part of the chapter that talks about the depravity of Sodom.  It provides interesting reading – maybe not in a family devotional – but the important thing for our purpose during Lent is to see what happens to Lot and his family.  I encourage you to spend some time in this text – meditating on it in some fashion.  Here is how I would encourage you to approach the text first and then you can try some other avenues for spending time in the story:

· Read through the text out loud once and listen to the story being told.  

· Read it again a second time, but this time approach the story as though you are Lot hearing this story told in your village not too long after you have experienced the scary moment.  

· Imagine the feeling of warning your sons-in-law and having them ignore you request because they thought you were joking.  Remember walking away from them
· Imagine being woken up and being told to run with your wife and two daughters.  Imagine being led out by the angels holding your families hands

· Imagine the fear of the coming destruction

· The struggle with not being able to look back

· The shock of seeing your wife turned into a pillar of salt

· Try on other characters as well – what would it be like to hear the story as Abraham?  As Lot’s daughters?   
The Daily Office:

AM Psalm 50; PM Psalm [59, 60] or 19, 46 
Gen. 39:1-23; 1 Cor. 2:14-3:15; Mark 2:1-12
 Friday, February 15th
Text for the Day:  Luke 9:57-62  Followers of Jesus
No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.  Romans 5:19

When Jesus was roaming the countryside inviting people to join his movement – his kingdom revolution – he expected a lot of those who responded to his call.  If people said they were with him, he wanted to know that they really did.  He wanted people to know that following him was not going to be an easy road.  If someone were to say that they would follow him wherever he may go, Jesus wanted them to know that meant a lot more than what they thought they were saying.  Jesus didn’t and doesn’t want followers who jump in and jump out.  He wants to build a people who would carry on his work, who would be his hands and feet in the world.  Are we ready to set our hands to the plow and not look back?  At least there is no threat of being a pillar of salt if we look back, instead Jesus says we will be salt for the earth if we don’t.
· What does it mean to “Follow Jesus?”  What did it mean back when Jesus asked people directly to follow him and what does it mean now?
· Have you ever plowed a field or seen it done.  Imagine being behind a plow – or a Rota tiller- what would happen if you were to turn around and look back?  

· What does this verse say about the importance of continuing to look towards Jesus?

· Are these bad things that people want to do?  Would it be bad to worry about where you are going to sleep?  Is it bad to bury his father?  Is it wrong to want to say goodbye?     

The Daily Office:

AM Psalm 95 [for the Invitatory] 40, 54; PM Psalm 51 
Gen. 40:1-23; 1 Cor. 3:16-23; Mark 2:13-22  


Saturday, February 16th
Text for the Day: Philippians 3:7-21 – Pressing Forward
This is one thing that I do:  forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.   Phil. 3:13-14
Paul was quite an important person in Jewish circles. In the passage before this one that we read today, Paul lays out his reasons for being at the top of his world.  He was a Hebrew of Hebrews he said – the best of the bunch.  But, when Christ came calling upon him he was willing to put his hand to the plow and not look back.  He had to press on and live out his call.  In our church we have a call as well, and we won’t know what it is if we are only looking at our past. We are not called to be what Green Timbers was, but to be what God wants it to be.  That is the heavenly call for us, we don’t want to be stuck looking back?

· “Whatever gains I had these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ.”  Are there things that you have had to give up to follow Christ?  Are there things you should let go of?

· Do you find your self romanticizing the past?  Dreaming about being what you once were? 

· What is more important letting go of past wrongs or not trying to become what we once were? 
· Over the past few months at our church we have been telling the story of Green Timbers Covenant Church.  What is the difference between telling the story and what Paul is calling us to let go of in this passage?
The Daily Office:

AM Psalm 55; PM Psalm 138, 139:1-17(18-23) 
Gen. 41:1-13; 1 Cor. 4:1-7; Mark 2:23-3:6
